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Dear Community Member,
 
The purpose of this letter is to introduce myself 
and to provide some initial  impressions.

I was appointed by the Governor as the Coober 
Pedy Administrator on Thursday 24 January 
2019. This was on the recommendation of the 
State Minister for Local Government. I arrived 
in town that day. Consequently, the Councillor 
body is suspended until further notice. It has not 
been dismissed.

As Administrator I am the elected Council body 
and consequently perform the functions and 
responsibilities of the Council. I am not the CEO.

A little about me. I was born in Brisbane in 
1955. I grew up in country Victoria moving to 
Melbourne to study in the early 1970s. I worked 
in Local Government in Melbourne until 1997 
when I moved to Adelaide to take up the role 
of CEO of the newly created City of Playford. 
I finished there in 2015. Since then I have 
been doing mainly voluntary work in the areas 
of volunteering advocacy, disability services, 
social housing and child protection. My partner 
is Penny Gale. I have three adult children, two 
step children and three grandchildren. We have 

a cat and two dogs. I am a proud Collingwood 
supporter. 

My role and intention is to get the Council back 
on track. A Council in a remote area plays a very 
significant regional role - not something urban 
Councils are required to do! Hence, it is critical 
we work together to develop a model that will 
ensure strong local governance into the future.

My initial impression is that there is a community 
desire for change. It is extremely important that 
I work with the local community to bring about 
this change.

It is my intention to have regular Town Hall 
Meetings to share information and to allow the 
community to shape the way ahead. The first 
will be in the next few weeks.

I have been impressed with the passion people 
have for the town. I also been impressed with 
the level of volunteering that ensures the 
community functions effectively.

I intend to spend the majority of my time in 
Coober Pedy for the foreseeable future. I have 
rented a house. I will travel  to Adelaide once a 
fortnight to catch up with my partner, family and 
our pets  When work permits Penny will spend 
time living in town.

I hope to meet you in the near future.

Yours Sincerely,

Tim Jackson - Administrator
P: 8672 4600
M: 0417 016 161
E: tjackson@cpcouncil.sa.gov.au
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The tender documents will be 
made available through the SA 
tenders and contracts web site 

Tenders will initially be 
independently assessed by the 
Local Government Procurement 
unit. 

Airport Fencing 
Project 

In response to the receipt of 
grants the following works are 
now out to tender:

Airport Fencing Project

The council have been 
successful in receiving a 
Support Regional Aviation  
grant for the fencing of the 
airport. The fence is designed to 
comply with the current airport 
security requirements. 

More particularly it is designed 
to keep the runway clear of 
animals particularly kangaroos 
and emus and encroachment of 
unauthorised personel. 

Local tenders are encouraged 
and the tender specifications 
and contract conditions can be 
found on the SA Tenders and 
contracts web site.

Tenders for the work are to be 
lodged in accordance with the 
tender documents by 5.00 pm 
the 5th of March 2019.  

Water Update 
 
The town water supply has now 
reached a fully secure position 
after a series of breakdowns at 
the bores.

We have chosen to renew-
replace all the major components 
at the borefield. 

The generators were replaced 
last year and we have now 
placed new Variable Speed 
Drives and bore motors. The 
two bore system is pumping 
back to back with each other 
when operational. There are two 
systems parallel to each other 
that provide security of supply.  
We hope to have the systems 
returned to full operation. 

The system in town is still under 
extreme pressure because 
the water production is close 
to water demand. We can 
produce an excess but very 
slow top up of storage tanks so 
breakdowns become critical. 
It is approaching time when 
major infrastructure increase 
will be needed to service the 
customers of the Council and 
provide for anticipated growth. 

Council have prepared a risk 
management plan so that we are 
able to pursue funding avenues 
for expansion. The funding 
sources are available but a 
case has been presented to the 

Dog Management 
Due to the cooler weather, the roaming of dogs have increased. Council will be looking to have owners comply 
with new laws for cat and dog owners, which came into effect on 1 July 2018. Council will be monitoring animal 
conditions and reporting any unhealthy or mistreated animals to the RSPCA. To find out more information on 
the new Dog and Cat Laws please visit:  http://www.dogandcatboard.com.au/

funding bodies in a manner that 
succeeds in raising appropriate 
finance to introduce a program 
of upgrades.

We will endeavour to continue 
to provide a satisfactory level of 
service into the future.

Natural Disaster 
Relief Funding

 
The council have received 
approval for the upgrading of the 
councils roads in accordance 
with the State Governments 
Natural Disaster Relief funding 
program.

The scope of work specifies 
a self-managed contract  
superintended by the council of 
up to $4.7 million.

The project  is designed to 
upgrade the council’s road 
network in accordance with 
an independent assessment 
following the 2016 flood event.

Tender documents have been 
prepared and shortly the tenders 
will be called from qualified 
contractors to undertake this 
repair over three years. 

Local Civil Contractors are 
encouraged to tender. Security 
deposits will be required.  


